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Welcome to 9th grade Language Arts! This class is designed to introduce students to the elements of the 
literary world of well-known fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.  Students will develop the skills and 
knowledge to carefully read these different types of texts to gain their own interpretations and 
understandings of the literature and their lives.  Throughout this year, students will read a variety of 
short stories and informational texts.  Additionally, students will read texts, such as Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird and William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  Students will be asked to demonstrate 
their understanding of these texts through class discussions, creative activities and projects, writings, and 
exams.  Students in 9th grade will also begin learning the basics of argument essays and write several 
essays to demonstrate their writing and argumentation abilities. 

Grading Policy 

 Letter grades will be assigned by the following percentages: 

  A    =   100-94  C    =    76-73 
A-  =    93-90  C-   =    72-70 
B+  =    89-87              D+ =    69-68 
B    =    86-83              D   =    67-65 
B-   =    82-80              D-  =    64-63 
C+  =    79-77              F    =    62 and below 
 

Students’ homework and daily class work will be turned in and evaluated to see how students are 
learning.  Students will receive this work back with feedback from the teacher for improvement.  
However, daily work and homework will not be entered into final course grades.  Instead, only larger 
tasks that are viewed as the final learning activity for that skill will be graded and entered into JMC.  
Examples of tasks that will be graded include: large projects, papers, tests, speeches, etc.  In this way, 
students will have the opportunity to practice and hone their skills before being graded on them.  
However, this change also means there may only be 5-10 graded items each quarter.  Therefore, these 
final tasks are EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!! 

Classroom Expectations 

In order to have the most positive classroom experience, students should: 

• Arrive to class and be in their seats working on the opening activity when the bell rings 
• Bring all books and materials to class every day 
• Respect the ideas, uniqueness, and property of others in the classroom 
• Be excited and willing to take chances, try new things, and learn! 
• Not bring food or beverages in the classroom.  The only exception is water bottles. 
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Electronic Devices 
Students should not use cell phones, mp3 players, iPods, or any other electronic device during class 
without permission from the teacher.  If a student is using his/her electronic device without permission, 
the device will be confiscated by the teacher and given to the office for punishment.  Students seen using 
an electronic device during a test will receive a zero.  Students should bring their school laptop to class 
every day with it fully charged.  School laptops should only be used for learning activities and under the 
direction of the teacher.  Students who fail to use their laptop device according to the expectations may 
lose their device during the class period.   

Late Work and Make-Up Work 

Homework should be completed and turned into the teacher on time.  Completing homework 
assignments is necessary to show the teacher what you have learned and are able to do.  All homework 
assignments are meant to help prepare you for your tests and to help you practice the skills we learn in 
class.  The teacher may also return work that is incomplete or done incorrectly.   

Students who turn in work late, especially large projects, may face a grade deduction.   

If a student is absent, he/she can find the handouts he/she missed in the homework folders located at the 
front of the classroom or online in the Google Drive folder for the class.  Each student is responsible for 
collecting his/her make-up work.  Students should consult with a classmate about the make-up work and 
ask the teacher for any additional help. 

Tardiness 

Students are expected to be in their seats with their materials ready when the bell rings.  Students who 
are not in their seats at this time will be marked tardy.  After receiving his/her fourth tardy, the student 
will have a detention assigned.  Additional tardies will result in further detentions and suspensions. 
Arriving to class without the necessary supplies for class will also result in a tardy!! 

Disciplinary Procedures 

If students are not meeting the expectations of the classroom and school or disrupting the learning of 
others, the teacher will take the following disciplinary actions: 

 1st offense: private conference with the teacher 

 2nd offense: appropriate consequence (loss of privileges, relocated to a new seat, etc.) 

 3rd offense: removal from class and detention/disciplinary action from the principal 

 

If a problem continues to reoccur in the classroom, the teacher will schedule a meeting with the student 
and complete an action plan that outlines the changes that need to take place in the classroom.   

 



Plagiarism and Cheating 

Plagiarism and cheating will be treated as a serious offense in the classroom.  All assignments and 
projects should reflect the work and learning of the student.  Plagiarism and cheating will lead to the 
following consequences: 

 1st offense: 0 on the assignment, in-school suspension, and sitting out for 1 event 

 2nd offense: 0 on the assignment, in-school suspension, and sitting out for 2 events 

 3rd offense: 0 on the assignment, 1 day out-of-school suspension, and sitting out for 5                                      
      events 

 


